THE CHEYENNE ROUNDUP

March 2020

CALENDAR of EVENTS
March 9, 2020—Friendship Force Carry in Dinner and Business Meeting

April 15, 2020 —Outgoing Journey to Miyagi and Kumamoto, Japan
Cancelled—later date possible

July, 2020 Open World visitors from North Macedonia

August, 2020 —Incoming Journey from Quebec

Good Stuff Inside
President’s Message — 2

Monthly Meeting
6:00pm Carry in Dinner
March 9, 2020

Club Officers — 3
Club Minutes — 4-5
New friends and websites — 6
Casey's Club
507 West 28th Street
(Enter from west parking lot.)
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From the Prez Corner

All,
After much consternation, our journey to Japan has been cancelled. Due to the
concerns of the coronavirus. Kumamoto, one of the cities we were scheduled to visit,
has reported infections. Most events have been canceled and there are no open tourist
spots. It is possible that we might be able to reschedule sometime next year.
I have not received notification for Atlanta, yet, as to where they have chosen for us to
journey to in 2021. I expect I will hear before our meeting on March 9 th.
Carole Miller has helped me work on a design/color choice/ material choice for an
order of FF Cheyenne shirts. I expect to be able to bring a “size run” of shirts to our
meeting, so members can try them on and decide a size if they chose to order. We
choose a supplier that offers sizes in both women and men’s in a blended fabric. We
plan to get the FF Cheyenne logo and our names embroidered on the shirts. We will
discuss this at out meeting, also.
It sounds like Barb has lined up another interesting presentation for our upcoming
meeting.

I look forward to seeing all of you at our meeting on March 9, 2020

John Lee
Club President
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CLUB OFFICERS
President

John Lee

JLee9901@aol.com

307-760-0335

Vice-President

Tim Thorson

tmthrsn@gmail.com

Secretary

Janet Black

JanetBlack@CheyenneHomes.com 221-0523

Treasurer

Vernice Miller

vernice.m@gmail.com

Past-President

Dave Bentzin

dbentzin@yahoo.com

256-7092

635-7177
303-794-8371

Committee Chairpersons
Membership

Carolyn Webber

webber.carolyn@gmail.com

634-3606

Hospitality

Kathleen Petersen

kathleen_petersen@hotmail.com

421-4496

Program

Barbara Guilford

guibaum7@yahoo.com

634-0309

Publicity

Tony Adams

tonyadams43@hotmail.com

635-5732

Newsletter

Beverly Swistowicz

bswistow@msn.com

307-349-0386

Website

Tim Thorson

tmthrsn@gmail.com

256-7092

Elizabeth Thorson

ecthorson@gmail.com

221-2858

Barbara Guilford

guibaum7@yahoo.com

634-0309

Historian

*
Friendship Force’s 2020 Festival of the Sea, September 27 to October 12, 2020,
Vancouver to Japan. Set sail on Holland America’s Noordam, sailing the Inside Passage,
with stops in Ketchikan and Juneau. Then it’s 7 days of cruising where you will attend
workshops, social get-togethers, presentations, meals, and happy hours with your fellow
Friendship Force travelers from around the world. In Japan you will visit Kushiro and
Hok-kaido Japan, before arriving at your departure city of Yokohama and returning home
from Tokyo. Prices start at $1399 for an inside cabin.

Page 4

The Cheyenne ROUNDUP

March 2020

February Minutes
Friendship Force of Cheyenne
Knights of Columbus Building
507 W 28th St
February 10, 2020
Nineteen guests and four visitors attended the February meeting. John Lee opened the meeting and
introduced guests: Umar Balogun, Ahmed Balogun, Roland and Kathleen Peterson.
Also welcomed was Mary Sharp who attended tonight and joined on the spot.
John announced that guests from Canada will arrive the third week in August.
John asked for a volunteer to be journey coordinator but got no takers. Lisa Provance volunteered
to assist.
Tim Thorson was ill and didn’t attend so there no was no report on Open World which is still
planned to begin Friday, July 24th (the last weekend of Frontier Days).
John Lee said that he expects to hear from Friendship Force International this month about possible
journeys for our club
Deb Kaiser introduced our guest speaker, Umar Balogan who is the recipient of Friendship Force’s
scholarship to LCCC. Umar attends LCCC in Laramie and is a sophomore majoring in computer
science. He came to Laramie in January of last year.

Umar Balogan,
guest speaker

And his brother,
Ahmed
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Mr. Balogan was an endearing and accomplished speaker, giving the group great insight to his
native country, Nigeria. He showed slides of his country and of Abuja. He told of the Hausa,
Igbo and Yoruba tribes and showed the typical dress of each of these tribes. Although there are
3 major tribes there are 250 ethnic groups. He spoke of the political and religious systems. The
Hausa group in the North is mainly Muslim. The Yoruba tribe in the West is divided between
Christian, Islam and traditional religions. The Igbos of the South are predominately Christian. Umar and his family are of the Muslim faith. Umar said that at 18 years of age men serve
in the military for one year. He showed photos of his family and of typical meals. Pounded yam
(not the same as what we call yam) is a favorite as is rice cooked with tomato and spices called
Jollof rice. He told of playing soccer when he was younger with friends but not on a
team. Umar Balogan was a charming speaker. He invited his brother, Ahmed Balogun to join
him for the question and answer portion of the presentation and both were kept busy with numerous questions about Nigeria. Both Umar and Ahmed said that they were more than prepared
for college courses in physics, calculus and science through their education in Nigeria. The club
very much appreciated their presentation, especially since they Umar and Ahmed drove on a
winter night from Laramie to be with us.
Barbara Guilford announced that Marion Yoder and Joe Dougherty will give the program on
March 9th. They, along with 5 others, traveled to San Juan, Puerto Rico to help an elderly woman remain in her hurricane-damaged home. The group is affiliated with Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, the arm of the Presbyterian Church that coordinates relief work in troubled spots in
many places of the world.
Respectfully Submitted,
Janet Black
Secretary
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Tim and Elizabeth Thorson met up with former Open World facilitator Yuriy Basiuk and his wife,
Alinna. Alinna and Yuriy were on a trip across the United States and the Thorsons met them for two
days to visit the Grand Canyon and Las Vegas. Loads of fun and a deepening friendship that
wouldn't have happened without Friendship Force!

Remember to check out websites of our Friendship
Force neighbors and the International site
Denver
http://www.friendshipforcedenver.org/
Northern Colorado
http://ffncolo.com/
Pikes Peak - Colorado Springs
http://friendshipforcepikespeak.com/
Western Colorado
http://www.ffwcolo.com/

Friendship Force International
https://www.thefriendshipforce.org/

