THE CHEYENNE ROUNDUP

March 2016

CALENDAR of EVENTS
Member Meeting — March 14th.
Board Meeting — April 4th.
Regional Conference — May 13, 14 & 15, 2016
Incoming Exchanges —
Greater Manchester, England, May 23~30, 2016 (tentative).
Peaks to Plains, Sept. 9 - 12, 2016.
Outgoing Exchange — Penticton-Okanagan, BC. (Aug 26 ~ Sep 2, 2016)
FFI International Conference Marrakech, Morocco Sept 16-19
Good Stuff Inside
President’s Message — 2
Officers & Announcements — 3

Monthly Meeting
is a pot luck dinner
At Casey's Club

Meeting Minutes — 4-5
OPEN WORLD Review — 6-7
OPEN WORLD Photos — 8-9
Birthdays — 10
Peaks to Plains Exchange — 11

507 West 28th Street
at 6 PM
unless otherwise published.
Please use west parking lot.
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The Prez’s Page
FF of Cheyenne just completed a very successful
Open World Exchange. We had 5 delegates from
Ukraine who are very involved in their governments
and they came to Cheyenne to learn about our government on all levels. The week was very full and it
was so much fun to make new friends from across
the world. I'm sure I learned as much as they did.
Thanks to all our FF members who attended the
Meet and Greet at the library and the milk can dinner!
At our meeting on Monday, we need to vote on accepting an exchange from Manitoba, Canada. The Manitoba club is hoping to do
a joint exchange with Wyoming and Montana in 2017.
There will be updates on our possible incoming exchange from
Manchester and our outgoing exchange to Penticton, BC.
Finally, we need to notify our regional planning committee of the
number of people attending the 2016 Rocky Mountain Regional
Conference in Grand Junction, CO on May 13-14. I will have details
and registration forms at the meeting.
Hope to see you all on Monday, March 14.
In Friendship,

Judy
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CLUB OFFICERS
President
Judy Eatmon
eatmonjudy@gmail.com
Vice-President
Tim Bolin
tjjbolin@msn.com
Secretary
Bev Swistowicz
bswistow@msn.com
Treasurer
John Lee
JLee9901@aol.com
Past-President
John Kaiser
jkaiser3@msn.com
Committee Chairpersons
Membership
Donna Logan
DonnaLogan@MSN.com
Hospitality
Ingrid & Rod Larson
A1LARS@aol.com
Program
Barbara Guilford guibaum7@yahoo.com
Publicity
Tony Adams
tonyadams43@hotmail.com
Newsletter/
David Larsen
FFC@LoneTreeImages.com
Website
Historian
Barbara Guilford guibaum7@yahoo.com
Members responsible for.....
Directory /
Judy Eatmon
eatmonjudy@gmail.com
Calendar
Logo Renewal
John Kaiser
jkaiser3@msn.com

632-6547
634-9300
778-3073
631-1764
635-6050
221-2098
635-4916
634-0309
635-5732
632-1703
634-0309
632-6547
635-6050

$20 “Positively Cheyenne” drawing for March
No winner at the February meeting.
Each month the prize goes up another $10 until someone wins.

Must be present!

Treasurer’s report is
provided on a quarterly basis.
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Meeting Minutes: February 8, 2016
Twenty-three members and one guest enjoyed the pot luck dinner.
Judy Eatmon announced that she has agreed to be president for one year only. She explained that none of our international requests for 2017 had been approved. However,
she listed 6 different international exchanges that our club could join if we wished. Any
individual members can always look on the International Friendship Force website to
see upcoming exchanges and get further information. We were matched for an incoming exchange from Manitoba, Canada in September, 2017. The club will need to vote to
accept this exchange.
Jim Webber reported that there is no new information on the incoming exchange from
Manchester, England. Only 3 of their members are coming. It is unsure if exchange
will be posted on the International Friendship Force website or if it will be cancelled.
Barb Guilford reminded club members that the regional conference is in Grand Junction, Colorado May 13-14, 2016. A link to the application form and to near-by hotels
can be found on our club’s website.
The outgoing exchange to Penticton-Okanagan, BC is scheduled from Aug 26-Sept 2,
2016. The group from Florence, SC will not be joining this exchange. A sign up sheet
was passed to get an idea of which members are interested in attending this exchange.
There was no new information on the Peaks to Plains income exchange from September
9 through 12, 2016.
Barb Guilford gave an update on the Open World exchange February 26-March 5,
2016. There have been a number of organizational meetings. Joni Jones has been corresponding with individuals who are studying for the priesthood from the Ukraine and
she and Barb had embroidery, crafts, and other information from the Ukraine to share.
Barb explained that there are Cheyenne connections to the Ukraine. She mentioned an
exchange student, an adopted child, and other acquaintances that have Ukraine connections. Barb also gave some history of the country and asked members to write down
questions that they would like to ask the delegates.
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Open World Program is designed for young leaders - representatives of different
government bodies, NGOs and scholars. The program is mainly for the candidates
who being rather young have already proven to be professionals in their field, displayed strong leadership skills and are interested in studying American experience
and maintaining professional and personal contacts with their American counterparts after the return to Ukraine.
Our agenda will consist of many opportunities to meet legislators and other political representatives and to observe different meetings and political events.
There are two events that the members are encouraged to attend:
Public Reception to welcome our Open World Ukrainian delegates!!
Sunday, Feb. 28, 2-4 pm - Cottonwood Room, Library
Invite your friends to this reception.
AND
Monday, Feb. 29, 6 pm - Casey Club, 507 W. 28th
Friendship Force welcome Milk Can Dinner and program about the Old
West Museum.
There was no winner for the attendance drawing.
Respectfully submitted,
Beverly Swistowicz

The Cheyenne/Northern Colorado FF Picnic
will be on August 21st.
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HISTORY COLLIDES WITH WARM WYOMING WELCOME
Cheyenne Friendship Force hosted Five Delegates of the OPEN
WORLD Leadership Center February 26-March 5 and a strange thing happened—cowboys, cowgirls, and all around people of goodwill established new
friendships. Language barriers acted not as fences but rather as gates opening up all over town. Friendship Force International members offered their
homes and hospitality while the educational program was presented by federal, state, county, and city officials. During the week the Ukrainians were
honored at special welcome parties, dinners, visits to schools, concerts,
sporting activities, and political caucuses. The secret ingredient in connecting everyone was HISTORY.
Some of the folks who turned out to meet and greet the Ukrainians had
ancestors who settled the West from the Ukraine. Many of Cheyenne’s citizens were well informed about the second largest country in Europe, a nation
of 42 million, worn torn by a war that they watched on television. They were
given a special opportunity to ask questions at our local library. A presentation about the Old West was given by the Old West Museum. But a special
document, a book of Ukrainian Folk Songs, gave me a special opportunity to
tell a true story to our guests.
A friend, Aina Stoen, showed the book to me one afternoon in February
when I told her about the upcoming Ukrainian visit. Aina’s parents were
from Latvia. On Aina’s initial ship voyage to America she found herself in a
large room with a piano. Aina loved music and as she was sitting at the piano
attempting to play a familiar tune, a tall handsome man gently touched her
shoulder. She scooted over and he sat down to play the tune as well the
whole movement. She soon became friends with Tarvis Levitsky, a Ukrainian
Jew who had escaped death in a concentration camp during World War II by
playing music for the Nazi regime. When the ship arrived in New York City
Tarvis settled and looked for work as a musician. Aina took a train to North
Dakota to meet relatives. After her mother’s death Aina found the book
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along with other written communications from Tarvis. The gift message
from him was February 9, 1950. She never received his gift.
Now the book was put to use for it had the Ukrainian National Anthem
with words in English. It was played at the Sunday, February 28, meet and
greet event at the Laramie County Library. Everyone gathered stood solemnly while the music was played, tears were wiped from many eyes including my own. Maxsym Lahodienko, one of our two house guests who was interested in History, sang a lot of the songs to me at my house. We ran off a
copy of the National Anthem for the other delegates. My husband and I enjoyed our company very much and laughed a lot during the week. And then I
rediscovered the words of a great American, Dorothy Day that explained why
my recent historical discovery was so important.
A pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that spread in all directions. Each
one our thoughts, words, and deeds is like that!

Barbara Guilford,
Cheyenne, WY
March 8th, 2016

Did you know? There is a statue of Ukrainian Poet, Taras Shevchenko, in Washington, DC

Ukrainians refer to warm February weather as Roosevelt
weather. Why?
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Ukrainian
memorabilia
at
Welcome
Dinner

From Left to Right: Halyna Kaluzhna (Facilitator), unknown local Ukrainian
woman, Iryna Liahsko, Maksym Lahodiienko, unknown local woman,
Roman Polikrovskyi, Olena Tabakhova, Valerii Novykov
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At LCCC - Two students, Jorge Rangel and Ephraim Minnas are
talking with Roman, Olena, Maksym and Valerii, and our
interpreter, Tatiana Lukenbill.

With Governor
Matt Mead
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The old lady was being interviewed by reporters on the occasion of her 110th birthday. "What do you think is the reason
for your long life?" they asked her. "Oh," she replied, "I suppose it's because I was born such a long time ago."

You know you are getting old when the candles cost more
than the cake...
You still chase women, but only downhill.
--Bob Hope

A true friend remembers your birthday but not your age.

Nostalgia ain't what it used to be.

Happy Birthday
March
13th – Eldon Booth
14th – David Larsen
17th – Alice Perry
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Peaks to Plains Global Exchange
(Rocky Mountain Area)
Cheyenne—September 9-12, 2016

The Cheyenne FF club and four other Colorado FF clubs are sponsoring a
Global Exchange for worldwide ambassadors. Each of the Front Range
clubs will host the ambassadors for 3 days, and then they will travel to
Grand Junction.
The schedule is:
1. Cheyenne — Sept. 9 - 12
2. Northern Colorado — Sept 12 - 15
3. Denver — September 15 - 18
4. Pikes Peak — September 18 - 21
5. Western Slope — September 21-24
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